Thinking of Buying Property in Jerusalem? Key Tips for Overseas Owners

By Eric Reinhard

Purchasing property in Jerusalem can
be an exciting and rewarding investment,
but it also brings a unique set of challeng-
es—especially for those who reside abroad.
Many prospective buyers are drawn to the
city’s rich history, vibrant neigh-
borhoods and strong real estate
market. However, owning prop-
erty from afar comes with re-
sponsibilities that should be dili-
gently estimated.

Understand the Challenges
of Absentee Ownership

If you plan to own property
in Jerusalem while living over-
seas, it’s important to be realistic
about what’s involved. Even the most beau-
tiful homes can fall into disrepair without
proper oversight. Routine maintenance;
utility bills; municipal taxes; insurance, le-
gal and security issues all require regular
attention. Absentee owners often discover
that without a coordinated approach, small
problems can quickly escalate into costly
repairs or legal complications.

Avoid Fragmented Oversight

One key piece of advice: Try to avoid di-
viding responsibilities among various friends,
relatives or part-time helpers. While well-in-
tentioned, this patchwork approach often

leads to miscommunication and missed
tasks. For example, routine maintenance
may be overlooked, bills can go unpaid, or
important notices from city authorities may
be left unread. Over time, these oversights
can result in unnecessary stress, financial loss
or even legal trouble.

A cautionary tale illustrates
this well: In one instance, an ab-
sentee owner relied on several
acquaintances to look after their
Jerusalem property. Without a
single point of responsibility,
small issues were missed, and by
the time the owner returned, the
property required major repairs
and had several administrative is-
sues to resolve. This experience is
a reminder that clear roles and unified over-
sight can prevent avoidable headaches.

Consider Professional Management

Many overseas owners eventually dis-
cover the benefits of engaging a profes-
sional management solution. This doesn’t
mean you need a large company—some-
times a single, qualified individual with
the right network can provide the support
you need. The important thing is to ensure
all aspects of the property—maintenance,
compliance, tenant relations and financial
management—are coordinated by some-
one you trust.

When searching for property
management in Jerusalem, prior-
itize transparency and trust. Look
for providers or individuals who of-
fer clear communication and can
provide you with regular, detailed
updates. A solution that coordi-
nates a network of reliable, vetted
service providers can help ensure
your home is cared for, even when
you're thousands of miles away.

Do Your Legal Homework

Before purchasing property in Israel,
consult with a local real estate lawyer. Israe-
li property law has its own nuances, includ-
ing registration, inheritance and municipal
obligations that may differ from those in
your home country. Legal and financial pro-
fessionals with experience in both the Israeli
and international markets can help you avoid
unexpected complications and protect your
investment. Make sure you have a clear title,
understand your tax and municipal obliga-
tions, and know how inheritance laws might
affect your property in the future.

Look for Relevant Expertise

When evaluating
your management op-
tions, consider the val-
ue of expertise in in-
ternational law, local
real estate and financial
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matters. Professionals with
backgrounds in both Israe-
li and overseas property mar-
kets are often better equipped
to help you navigate complex
transactions and ongoing re-
sponsibilities. A combination
of legal, financial and practical
knowledge makes it easier to
address unexpected situations
and avoid common pitfalls.

Final Thoughts

Owning property in Jerusalem from
abroad can be deeply rewarding, but it
does require thoughtful planning and re-
liable support. By consolidating oversight,
seeking trustworthy legal and financial ad-
vice, and ensuring transparency in all mat-
ters, you can enjoy your investment with
greater confidence and peace of mind—
even from a distance.

Eric Reinhard, CPA is the co-founder of BH Manage-
ment in Jerusalem, a boutique property manage-
ment firm that unites legal, financial, and hands-on
oversight for overseas owners. With a concierge ap-
proach and disciplined monthly reporting, he keeps
assets protected, compliant, and impeccably main-
tained. Bhmanagement.co.il (see attached QR code);
phone/WhatsApp +972-58-402-0103; email of-
ficec@bhmangement.co.il

Bhmanagement.co.il | officec@bhmanagement.co.il ® Eric +972-58-402-0103 ® Yoav +972-54-473-3784

201-371-3212 « WWW.JEWISHLINK.NEWS

Jewish Link EXPANDED Edition « November 6, 2025 «

15 Cheshvan, 5786 103




